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them from acquiring that mastery over the lan-
guage which is necessary for the fulfilment of the
aims set out in the official regulations is that they
are required to teach two other subjects,
The Aim of Teaching English in Germany
and India.
In the secondary schools of Germany a modern
foreign language is taught partly for its value for
commercial purposes, but  chiefly for  giving the
pupils increased  knowledge of  the life, thought,
customs and institutions of the people who speak
that language.   It is recognised that a true insight
into the culture  of a foreign nation  cannot be
obtained except through a study of its language
and literature, and an  understanding of foreign
culture is considered to be valuable not merely for
its own sake, but for the sake of the help which it
gives in interpreting German culture and appre-
ciating it in the light of foreign culture,    'The
introduction  to  the   foreign   intellectual   world',
declares the Prussian Ministry of Education in its
Suggestions for Courses of Study of the Secondary
Schools of Prussia, 'should seek no mere acquain-
tance with isolated cultural facts and situations;
it is rather a question of teaching how to under-
stand life as it affects the whole of a foreign
civilisation,  especially in its language and liter-
ature,  and of making it useful for the pupil's
spiritual training.    Especially should the pupil be
led to a thorough knowledge of the genius of his